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Throughout its history, the American College of Dentists
has undertaken numerous initiatives to improve oral health
care and the profession. The College was founded “to
elevate the standards of dentistry, to encourage graduate
study, and to grant Fellowship to those who have done
meritorious work.” The mission of the College is to
advance excellence, ethics, professionalism, and leadership
in dentistry.

Critical early efforts involved promoting research, raising
the educational level of dentists, and working to establish
state dental boards. Through the work of William J. Gies,
the College’s emphasis on research prompted the formation
of the International Association for Dental Research. The
Journal of Dental Research was literally saved in the 1930s
by College intervention. In the 1930s and 1940s, the
College was an energetic advocate for dental journalism
that was free of commercial influence, and the College
was instrumental in helping found the American
Association of Dental Editors. The College later led
successful initiatives in continuing education, prevention,
access to care, the role of specialties, and leadership
development. The College continues to make a difference
through meaningful projects and activities at local,
national, and international levels. Much more could be
done, however—finances being the primary limitation.

The American College of Dentists
Foundation (ACDF) was established
in 1972 as a nonprofit, charitable
501(c)(3) organization supporting
educational and programmatic efforts
of the American College of Dentists and
collaborating organizations. Funds are
primarily derived from tax-deductible
gifts of Fellows and other organizations.

Donors are acknowledged annually in the College newsletter.
The Foundation is uniquely positioned to assist the College
with its vital role.

Building the endowment of our Foundation is clearly one
of the best ways to ensure the College accomplishes its
mission, now and in the future. Your support allows the
College to continue its record of making a difference!

 Dental professional standards and traditional ideals are
being eroded; the College is a crucial force in address-
ing these threats—working to improve care and keep
our profession a profession

 The endowment of the Foundation provides a stable
source of long-term funding for College projects

 The endowment ensures the availability of financial
resources needed to accomplish the College’s mission
of advancing excellence, ethics, professionalism, and
leadership in dentistry

 Your financial support of the endowment is needed to
expand the College’s efforts and impact

 The endowment has four primary support programs,
i.e., the Gies Fellow and Gies Benefactor programs,
Circle giving levels, and symbolic Named Funds

 Gies Fellows contribute at least $1,000 to the Foun-
dation. Gies Benefactors contribute $5,000 or more.
There are five Circle giving levels, ranging from
$10,000 to $250,000. Circle members are accorded
special privileges.

 Sections (or others) can contribute $5,000 or more to
the Foundation to create a symbolic Named Fund in
honor of a special person, couple, dignitary, or entity

 Contributions are tax deductible (U.S.)

 Planned gifts to your Foundation may have important
financial advantages

 We need your help—please consider giving a gift to
your Foundation and including a planned gift to the
Foundation as part of your estate planning ®
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What is the endowment and why is it needed?

Our endowment is the collection of restricted and desig-
nated funds in the American College of Dentists Founda-
tion (ACDF). The endowment ensures that the College
has the financial resources to accomplish its mission
now and in the future.

How is the endowment used?

Proceeds from the endowment support important College
projects, current and emerging. Some examples include:

 Dental Ethics—an online collection of ethics-related
courses and resources, including a series of compli-
mentary online ethics courses,  www.dentalethics.org

 Interactive Dental Ethics Application (IDEA®)—a
comprehensive, interactive ethics resource (PDF)

 Practice Ethics Assessment and Development
(PEAD)—an online program that allows dentists to
self-assess the ethical climate of their practices

 “Gies Report” on Ethics in Dentistry—a compre-
hensive report on the state of ethics in dentistry

 Ethical Dilemma Videos—a series of eight videos
developed in collaboration with Indiana University

 Dental Ethics Survey—an ethics resource for dental
schools to supplement ethics educational programs

 Ethics Handbook for Dentists and Ethics Wallet
Cards—provided complimentary to dental students
in the U.S. and Canada

 Dental Leadership—a comprehensive online leader-
ship resource, www.dentalleadership.org

 Dr. Cecelia L. Dows Scholarship Fund—a designated
fund that supports scholarship consistent with the
College’s mission

What is the Gies Fellow program?

Fellows who contribute $1,000 to the Foundation over
four years become Gies Fellows. Gies Fellows each re-
ceive a certificate and a special attachment to their pins.
Gies Fellows can later upgrade to become Gies Benefac-
tors for an additional $4,000.

What is the Gies Benefactor program?

Similar to the Gies Fellow program, Fellows who con-
tribute $5,000 or more to the Foundation over four years
become Gies Benefactors. Each Gies Benefactors receives
a certificate, a 10K gold pin, and a special pin attachment.

What are the Circle levels?

Five Circle giving levels have been established to recog-
nize the cumulative donations of our most ardent sup-
porters: Bronze Circle, $10,000; Silver Circle, $25,000;
Gold Circle, $50,000; Platinum Circle, $100,000; and
President’s Circle, $250,000 or more. Circle members
are accorded special privileges, such as being invited to
special receptions and the President’s Dinner.

What are Named Funds?

Sections, corporations, or individuals may establish a
symbolic Named Fund in our Foundation for a contri-
bution of $5,000 or more.  This is an excellent opportu-
nity for a Section to honor an outstanding Fellow, couple,
dignitary, or other entity.

What about planned gifts?

A planned gift to the ACDF will have an indelible posi-
tive impact and leave an important legacy. There are
various ways to make a planned gift, including a chari-
table gift annuity, a charitable remainder trust, naming
the Foundation as the beneficiary of retirement plan
assets or a life insurance policy, or naming the Foun-
dation in your will or trust. Depending on the type of
gift there can be important financial advantages. (You
will need to consult your financial/tax advisor relative
to your situation.)

Your support is needed!

The mission of the College is more relevant now than
ever. As a Fellow you are a leader of dentistry committed
to improving the profession and oral health care. You re-
alize the ideals of dentistry are worth upholding. Please
help make a difference by building a Foundation for the
Future®. Use the pledge card to the right or call the ex-
ecutive office for more information, 888-ACD-1920.
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